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unity between organism and environment is broken
by a new variation of the organism or of the envi-
ronment, which further complicates the problem to
be solved by the unifying process, and gives scope
for a more intricate and more comprehensive re-
adjustment. Unity, Variety, and Continuity are
thus the three principles implied in the theory of
evolution.1

2 unsucces-     It is from these principles that the attempt has
been made to show the ethical bearing of evolution.

The first of tliem> Umty> 1S represented in the
theory that would make adaptation to environment
the end of conduct, and the second is represented
ethically in the doctrine suggested by Mr Spencer,
that the degree of morality depends on the de-
gree of complexity in act and motive. But both
of these views are obviously one-sided, even from
the point of view of empirical evolution. Taken
together, the principles on which they depend make
up that law of continuous and progressive advance
which may be regarded as expressing the essential
characteristic of the theory. And from this more
general and accurate expression of it, we might
have expected to have been able to elicit the contri-
bution which evolution has to make to the deter-
mination of the ethical end. But after examin-

1 The reference in the above to Kant, Werke, iii 438 ff., is obvi-
ous ; but it is nevertheless a true account of the principles in-
volved in the theory of evolution.